EDUCATION IN ITALY

The Italian school system is offered free to all children in Italy regardless of nationality.
Education in Italy is compulsory from 6 to 16 years of age, and is divided into five stages:
1) kindergarten 
2) primary school 
3) lower secondary school 
4) upper secondary school  
5) university 
 Italy has both public and private education systems.
Primary school
It is commonly preceded by three years of non-compulsory nursery school (or kindergarten). 
The primary school lasts five years. Until middle school, the educational curriculum is the same for all pupils: although one can attend a private or state-funded school, the subjects studied are the same. The students are given a basic education in Italian, English, mathematics, natural sciences, history, geography, social studies, physical education and visual and musical arts.

Pupils can now enter lower secondary school directly.
Secondary education
Secondary education is divided in two stages: 
1) Lower secondary school, which corresponds to the Middle School grades.
2) Upper secondary school, which corresponds to the High-school level.
Lower secondary lasts three years (roughly from age 11 to 13), and provides further education on the subjects studied at primary school, with the addition of Technology and a language other than English (typically French, Spanish or German). The curriculum is the same for all schools. At the end of the third year students sit an exam which enables them to continue their education.
Upper secondary school lasts five years with an exam at the end of the final year, required to gain a diploma and have access to further education.

The secondary school situation varies, since there are several types of schools differentiated by subjects and activities. The main division is between the Liceo, the Istituto Tecnico and the Istituto Professionale. 
The Italian school system also features the  Evening School, aimed at adults and working students.

University
In 1999 the Italian university system switched from the old system (which led to the traditional 5-year Laurea degree), to the new system. 

The new system split the former degree into two tracks: a three-year degree (akin to the Bachelor's Degree), followed by the 2-year  Master's Degree, ( Laurea Magistrale). 
However, it is now established that there is just a five-year degree "Laurea Magistrale Ciclo Unico" for programmes such as Law and a six-year degree for Medicine.

